Annex B
Society Appointments Officer (SAO) and Club Referee Contacts (CRC) 2025-26
To ensure that Referees are appropriately and reliably appointed to games. Matching the Referees level and experience with the game’s requirements. Taking into account, Referee availability and previous appointments with clubs involved. Trying also to balance Referee development needs with the games available and other factors that are required when appointing ( local derbies – previous game history -  promotion- relegation- DBS )
Winman Report March 2025 ” Referees Societies ( and through them Referees) have a clear purpose aligned to the community game future strategy : to uphold competition integrity through application of law and create the best possible player experience that keeps more players playing more often.”
Any Club Affiliated to Cumbria CB shall have call on the services of Cumbria Referee Society Match Officials for Home matches subject to payment of fixed amount match fees.
The Society uses the online system Who’s the ref (WTR) to help manage the appointment of officials to matches. Maximise information on Referee availability to minimise the number of re-appointments and keep all concerned informed.
Most National League and Cup fixtures will be added to WTR centrally; clubs are not required to add any fixtures to WTR e.g. Friendlies or change fixtures. CRCs to send the relevant details to the SAO, who will make the necessary updates.
Cumbria Referees Society operate on the policy that “ All Referees are Neutral.”                                                       
Cumbria Referees Society Appointments Policy                                                      Cumbria SAO will Attempt to appoint to All RFU League and Cup games at Open Age and Age Grade Rugby           RFU Leagues levels 6 and 7.                                                                                                      Halbro, Candy and Border Colts, Leagues.                                                                                        Open Age Ladies and Age Grade Girls Leagues                                                                                                                NE Colts and Halbro NW Colts U17 and U18 Leagues                                                                           RFU National  Cup Games.                                                                                                       Cumbria Cup Games at Open and Age Grade Levels.                                                                        Cumbria CB County Games/Trials under the Society remit. ( at all levels).
The CRC must inform the SAO If their game is not on WTR, or of any late changes.                                                    Each club must have a nominated CRC who is on WTR and is the contact for the SAO.                                              Clubs should not request Referees directly for services of Society Referees, except through the SAO for games not covered by the above e.g. friendlies/ tournaments. 
 Appointments will be made as early in the week (proceeding the game) as possible for all games on WTR.
Referees and the CRC will be advised, respectively, of their appointments by emails from WTR. 
On receiving notification of appointment via WTR of the Match Official(s) including Referee Coach/ Referee Advisor. The CRC must communicate with the Match Official(s) verbally by phone ( emails, what’s app, text and message on  an answer phone are NOT acceptable, direct verbal contact must be made). no later than 21.00 on the Thursday before the Saturday or Sunday fixture. (If a Midweek game 24 hours before the game KO.)
· The Teams and Shirt Colours of the Teams involved (including away team change strip if the Referee deems necessary) .
· The KO time and Venue
· Directions ( any possible Known Traffic Problems local to Venue) and parking details.
Any Club failing to Confirm the Game by 10am Friday before the fixture COULD have the services of the Match Official removed and that Official reappointed if required.
Referees MUST contact SAO  ( verbally ) by Friday AM if no confirmation of their game is received.
If any variation to games ( e.g. KO time) to what shown on WTR or Cancellations, The CRC MUST inform the SAO as it may affect Referee availability. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


Level 6 RFU League Games will be appointed in conjunction with the North Federation Appointments Officer.                                                                                                                                                               All other games  on WTR  will be appointed by the SAO.                                                                                                      If a Referee from another Society (exchange ) is identified as being able to officiate in Cumbria the CRC will be notified                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  If No Society Referees are available, the SAO will then inform CRC of the home that they will have to find a Club Referee.  (Cumbria Referees Society advises all Cumbrian Clubs  the need to have a suitable Club Referee).                  If a  Cumbria Society Referee later becomes available, the SAO will re appoint a Referee and inform the CRC of the home Club.                                                                                                                                                                             If short of  a Cumbria Society Referee and before appointing a Club Referee. Cumbria Referees Society Policy is.- A Cumbria Society Referee, who may have links to the Clubs involved, may be appointed. If no Cumbria Society Referee available, the SAO will inform the CRC to find a club Referee. 
 Society Referees                                                                                                                                     Please. Make sure your contact details and your weekly availability are up to date.                                                      Accept your appointments immediately after notification by email/SMS from WTR, as the appointments are not confirmed and the CRC informed automatically via WTR until you do so.                                                                             If you must decline the appointment on WTR, please do so immediately and inform the SAO.                                         Do not forget to inform SAO if game not confirmed by the designated time.                                                                 Inform the SAO immediately if withdrawing from a  “game on” game.                                                                           If you have any concerns relating to appointments. Please contact the SAO
Club Referee Contacts                                                                                                                             Please. Confirm the game verbally with the Referee by the designated time.                                                      Confirm to both Referee and SAO any changes after the initial confirmation to Referee.                                          Keep SAO aware of any changes in your contact details ( so he can update WTR)                                                      In some circumstances ( e.g. last minute appointments ) the CRC will be contacted directly by phone.                    Please cross check your fixtures and KO times on WTR and inform the SAO if any changes are required.                      Cumbria Referees may appoint YMO match Officials to games - Clubs must be aware of their requirements.                Be aware of any League Rules that apply if the SAO advises the CRC to source a club referee.                                    If you have any concerns relating to appointments contact the SAO                                                                Be aware of Game On procedures 
8 Kick off Times                                                                                                                 8.1 Kick off times will be 14.15 ( 14.00 in Durham and Northumberland) for the months of Nov,Dec,Jan and Feb and 3pm for all other months. Variations in kick off times may be mutually agreed between the two clubs, but the league secretary SAO and the match referee must be advised.  
                                                                                                                                                                                         8.2 Midweek games may be played at a mutually agreed time. The default time is 19.00hrs.

Game On - North ROC Administrative instructions   (Cumbria Society variations.)            5.2(a) A team is required to fulfil a league match with the requisite number of eligible players specific to that league in accordance with reg 6 and the laws of the game. In all matches a team must commence with a suitably trained and experienced front row and contested scrums  
                                                                                                                                                                                                   5.2(c) The non-offending team MUST accept the offer to play a friendly to be awarded a 5 point walkover. Should the non-offending team decline to play the friendly, they will not be awarded any league points.                                           The Society Referee( if this decision is made after he arrives at the ground) should Referee the “ friendly.”
 5.2(d)  Terms for the friendly match. Which shall be played at the time and venue of the scheduled league match, should be agreed between the two teams which should not be unreasonably withheld. These may be broadly  in line with “ game on “principles. Save that the result will not be recorded other than as a 5-point walkover to the non-offending team .  




 5.2(e)  In the event that the appointed Referee withdraws from the friendly fixture ( see5.2(f) ) then it will be the responsibility of the offending team to supply a Referee who must be addition to the minimum of 10 players.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               5.2(f)  The offending team must inform the league secretary/ SAO and their opponents of their offer to play a friendly at the earliest opportunity and save for exceptional circumstances by no later than 20.00 on the Thursday prior to the match. The non- offending team prepared to play a friendly must respond by 12 noon Friday.  
 The  Cumbria  league secretary will then inform the SAO of the game situation (asap after 12 noon Friday ).That the game is going ahead as a friendly  and ( if possible but not essential), which Game on Rules have been agreed too.                               The Society Referee MUST inform the SAO if he is still prepared to accept the appointment.
 The Referee takes no part in any Discussions on Game on variations at any time.

Pitch Inspection Cumbria Referees Appointments Policy to ALL League and Cup games.
3 Postponed and/or Abandoned Matches. ( North Administration Instructions 2025/6 )               (Cumbria Referees Society Variations)
Where a home club wishes ( or considers it may be appropriate) to postpone a match because of Pitch/Weather Conditions                                                                                                                                3.1 The Home club must inform the League Secretary, ,Cumbria Society  Appointments Officer, Away club and Match Referee is in doubt due to the pitch being unplayable because of poor weather conditions (or the forecast of poor weather conditions) as soon as it is reasonably practicable. Where the issue is one of “suitability of pitch” the League Secretary may require an independent inspection of the pitch before any decision is made to postpone a match.                                                                                                            3.2 Where a pitch is pronounced unfit or is unavailable, it is the Home Teams responsibility to source an alternative pitch. If it is the first of the two matches between the teams, the venue must be reversed if the oppositions pitch and a Referee are available. The League Secretary must be informed as soon as possible and, in any case, prior to kick off.                                                                                                                    3.4 When a late decision (i.e,within 3 hours of kick off) as to the fitness of the pitch for playing a match is necessary:-                                                                                                                                                       (a) the decision shall be made by captains of the relevant teams (no  Match Referee input)                          (b) If both Captains agree the match should proceed, the Referee shall also determine if the Match should proceed and remains entitled, in their sole discretion, to decline to officiate that Match on the Grounds of safety or any other substantial reason (“ I do not consider the game should go ahead so if you go ahead and kick off, I will immediately blow up to abandon the match”).                                                                              (c) If one or both of the captains do not agree that the match should proceed, the match will not be played 3.5 Any match that is not played on the grounds that the pitch was unfit or for any other substantial reason, shall be notified by the home club to the league secretary (or relevant Regional organising committee in case of cup competitions) within 48 hours of the decision not to play the match, together with the view by the Referee of the fitness of the pitch, and the provisions of RFU regulation 6 appendix 3,shall apply.
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