Front row forward requirements and uncontested scrums and man off guidelines      
North Administration Instructions 2025/6
13 Front row forward requirements and uncontested scrums       
 RFU Regulations 63-69 apply. The provisions pertaining to front forward replacements, number of front row forwards and uncontested scrums are as set out in world ruby law 3 unless game on is permitted in accordance with regulation 6.   
 In respect of the RFU competitions, the RFU has exercised its discretion under law 3.17 to invoke the” player - off “ rule in accordance with the laws of the game. A player whose departure has caused the referee to order uncontested scrums cannot be replaced.
 If a front row player is shown a yellow card, and the team cannot continue with players already on the field, then the team nominates another player to leave the playing area to enable an available front-row player to come on. The nominated player may not return until the period of suspension ends , or to act as a replacement . 
 If a Front row player is sent off, and the team cannot continue with contested scrums with players already  on the field, then the team nominates another player to leave the field to enable a available front-row player to come on. The nominated player may act as a replacement. 
Prior to the match, each team must advise the appropriate Match Official of their front-row players and possible front-row replacements and which position(s) in the front row they can play. Only these players may play in the front row when the scrum is contested and only in their designated position(s).   
 A replacement front-row may start the match in another position.  
  It is a team’s responsibility to ensure that all front-row players and front-row replacements are suitably trained and experienced. 
 A club shall also be responsible for not exceeding the number of permitted interchanges.

Player Interchanges & Replacements   
Number of Replacements           Player Interchanges   
Up to 3                                                      8  (league level 6 )
4                                                                   9
5 or 6                                                         10  ( level 7 - counties 1 Cumbria 5 with one Front Row replacement)
7                                                                   12                                                                                                                                   
 




Man Off Guidelines
 It is the Club and Coaches responsibility to be aware and be able to apply the Man Off Law and guidelines on Match Days.  Ignorance of the law is no excuse.
 The  Referee in any league or Cup Competitions and in any Age Group. Must apply the “Man Off Rule.”
If uncontested scrums are required by the Referee, as a front row player is required to be replaced if, having confirmed with the coach there is no suitably trained and experienced front row replacement who started the match or from the nominated replacements, the team concerned shall not be entitled to replace the player whose departure caused the uncontested scrum.
This scenario will likely occur due to
+ Injury ( including a temporary blood injury)
+ A player being shown a yellow or red card.
On the return to the field of play of a front row player who has been temporarily excluded ( blood injury or yellow card ) the match shall continue with contested scrums, provided it is safe to do so.
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In the event of uncontested scrums, does the team lose any players?
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